
The Lake Arrowhead Conference 

The first time I met Hamida Demirdache was on the West Coast. I took a plane from Boston 
Logan Airport to Los Angeles. On the descent into LA, the pilot made an announcement for 
people sitting on the right side of the plane. I missed the announcement and looked at my 
neighbor. “The pilot just said that down there was Lake Arrowhead.” I smiled and my 
neighbor continued: “and I think it still it is!” 

Of course, the story would have been much better, if my neighbor had been Hamida. That 
was not the case. My neighbor was just a businessman on his way to LA, not even realizing 
what he just said. He just gave a perfect example of what the DAR is (or was?).  

And I was on my way to a workshop at Lake Arrowhead, organized by UCLA. It was my 
maiden talk for a SERIOUS audience. There were long discussions about Tense and 
especially Sequence of Tense. Tim Stowell trying to convince me of a completely syntactic 
analysis (which fitted in his copy-theory ideas). Hamida with her co-author Myriam Uribe-
Etxebarria gave me another perspective. Still driven by syntax, but a more open view to 
semantics.  

Dear Hamida, 

Lake Arrowhead was the start for a wonderful collaboration with you and your students in 
Nantes!  

I have found a UCLA Newsletter from 1998 reporting the workshop at Lake Arrowhead. It is 
attached below.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 

 

UCLA Conference on  
Tense and Aspect 
Tim Stowell 
 During the Spring quarter of 1998 (May 17-19), the Linguistics Department hosted a very successful conference on the syntax and 
semantics of tense and aspect. The conference was organized by Stefano Vegnaduzzo, Gerhard Brugger, and Tim Stowell, and was 
supported in part by funds from the UCLA Graduate Division and the Graduate Students' Association. It featured a number of leading 
scholars working in this area from around the world, as well as assorted faculty, graduate students, and visiting scholars from our own 
department. Non-UCLA speakers included Guglielmo Cinque (U. of Venice), Teun Hoekstra (U. of Leiden), Myriam Uribe (Univ. of the 
Basque Country), Hamida Demirdache (UBC, Vancouver), Ronny Boogaart (VU, Amsterdam), Fabio Pianesi (IRST, Trento), Richard 
Larson and Peter Ludlow (SUNY Stony Brook), Toshi Ogihara and Karen Zagona (U of Washington, Seattle), Hagit Borer (USC), and Bart 
Hollebrandse (U Mass, Amherst); UCLA speakers included visiting scholar Gerhard Brugger, faculty members Nina Hyams and Tim 
Stowell, and graduate students Matt Pearson, Felicia Lee, Edward Garrett, Stefano Vegnaduzzo, and Sean Fulop. Many other members of 
the Los Angeles linguistics community also attended and took part actively in the debates and discussions.   
 
The workshop was an outgrowth of two graduate seminars on tense and aspect held at UCLA over the past year; it was designed to provide 
our faculty and graduate students working on tense and aspect with the opportunity to exchange ideas with these leading scholars in the 
field. Some of the talks were held on campus, but the main part of the program took place at UCLA's Lake Arrowhead Conference Center, 
enabling our graduate students to interact more fully with the outside participants in the informal and congenial atmosphere of Lake 
Arrowhead's mountain setting. Everything worked out superbly, as planned. Several of the outside participants told us how impressed they 
were by the high quality of our graduate students' presentations, and more generally by the lively research atmosphere of our department. 
Our graduate students got a rare opportunity to enjoy the fine meals and accommodations of Lake Arrowhead, and to get to know the 
outside speakers in a way that would not have been possible with a conventional conference held on campus, where participants tend to 
disappear at the end of the formal presentations. The consensus was that we should try to host other conferences at Lake Arrowhead in the 
future. v 


